THE FIRST CITIZEN OF BENGAL

THERE is no son or daughter of India who will not
take the untimely loss of Mr. A. M. Bose as an
irreparable bereavement. To many it will serve like
a personal loss, for he had a gift, far above the
common, of giving himself closely and entirely to
those who sought his counsel or asked his service.
And these were innumerable. Indeed, to some of
those who knew him best it may seem as if a less un-
tiring helpfulness* a more discriminating generosity
in giving himself, might have kept him longer in our
-midst. The fruit was ripe, it is true, but might it
not have hung longer on the tree ? And full ten
years too soon, we have lost one of the noblest sons
of the motherland.

Mr. A. M. Bose's public career and its distinctions
are known to all of us. They are in all men's
mouths; and if a measure of his ability is needed,
we may find it, in the words of Mr, Fawcett,the
blind Postmaster-General of England, Who, after
having seen Mr. Bose to conduct a political meeting
for him exclaimed* " If that man would only stay in
England, he might try to be Prime Minister! ** But